20071202.ba v04_n115.bam.20071202 


>From ???@??? Sun Dec 2 14:20:36 2007 -0600 

Date: Sun, 2 Dec 2007 20:19:27 GMT 

From: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch. com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 4115 

Message-Id: <20071202201928 .5324A470069@srvxr1.theporch. com> 


BOATANCHORS Digest 4115 
Topics covered in this issue include: 


1) Re: AWA 1929 QSO Party the Next Two Weekends 

by "JAMES HANLON" <knjhanlon@msn.com> 
2) Packing Hint 

by "David Stinson" <arc5@ix.netcom.com> 
3) Jammer FS: Modulator MD-22/URA-T1 

by "David Stinson" <arc5@ix.netcom.com> 
4) Re: Packing Hint 

by Thomas Frobase <tfrobase@kitparts.com> 
5) Hollowstate Christmas 

by Jerry Proc <jerry7proc@yahoo.com> 
6) RE: Hollowstate Christmas 

by "Ed Sieb" <esieb@sympatico.ca> 
7) Re: Hollowstate Christmas 

by BobR <brainbol@sunflower.com> 
8) RE: Hollowstate Christmas 

by Richard Post <postr@ohiou.edu> 
9) RE: Hollowstate Christmas 

by "Ed Sieb" <esieb@sympatico.ca> 
10) Re: Hollowstate Christmas 

by WOEOM@aol.com 
11) Chassis AC Plug/Socket 

by Mike Hardie <mike46@shaw.ca> 
12) any interest in an HW-12 ? 

by "Chuck Grandgent" <chuck@chuckg.com> 
13) A packing rant 

by "Tom Rauch" <w8ji@contesting.com> 
14) Re: A packing rant 

by WAIKBQ@aol.com 
15) Re: A packing rant 

by john <johnmb@nc.rr.com> 


Message-ID: <BAY110-DAV1228588B6D9C058B79F964A0720@phx. gb1> 
From: "JAMES HANLON" <knjhanlon@msn.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 


Cc: "boatanchors" <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Re: AWA 1929 QSO Party the Next Two Weekends 

Date: Fri, 30 Nov 2007 17:23:28 -0700 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: multipart/alternative; 
boundary="----=_NextPart_000_00A6_01C83375.B8D3FD30" 


This is a multi-part message in MIME format. 


teres =_NextPart_000_00A6_01C83375.B8D3FD30 

Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="i1s0-8859-1" 

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable 


Scott, 
Do you need to be an AWA member to participate in this 1929 QSO Party? 


Jim, W8KGI 

motes =_NextPart_000_00A6_01C83375.B8D3FD30 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


KK KKK KK KR KK KKK KK KKK KK KKK KKK KKK 
---REMAINDER OF MESSAGE TRUNCATED-- - 
This post contains a forbidden message format 
(such as an attached file, a v-card, HTML formatting) 
Mail Lists at theporch.com only accept PLAIN TEXT 
If your postings display this message your mail program 
is not set to send PLAIN TEXT ONLY and needs adjusting 
KKK KK KK KR KK KK KK KK KK KK KKK KKK KK 


+ + + FF FF OF 
+t FF FF OF 


rinses =_NextPart_000_00A6_01C83375.B8D3FD30- - 


Message-ID: <003601c83437$e9cd7160$6401a8cO@boudreaux> 
From: "David Stinson" <arc5@ix.netcom.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Packing Hint 
Date: Sat, 1 Dec 2007 10:33:28 -0600 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 

format=flowed; 

charset="iso0-8859-1"; 

reply-type=original 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Want to help the planet by cutting waste and 


save on packing material? 

Most plastic soda and water bottles have an air-tight cap 

and are made of tough plastic. If you leave them open 

to dry (or just shake the drops out) and tighten the cap down, 
they make excellent "shock absorbers" and packing fillers. 

The trapped air makes one tough "bumper" for your radios 

and it won't scratch the finish. Put as many as you can around 
the item and backfill with packing to hold them in place. 

I've been using them to cushion shipments all over the world 
for some time and they work well. 

Note that a few cheap water bottles are too thin. 

Put the cap on and bang on it to see if it's 

tough enough and isn't leaking air. 


73 Dave AB5S 


Message-ID: <0Q05101c8343b$c7a8c360$6401a8cO@boudreaux> 
From: "David Stinson" <arc5@ix.netcom.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Jammer FS: Modulator MD-22/URA-T1 
Date: Sat, 1 Dec 2007 11:01:09 -0600 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 

format=flowed; 

charset="iso-8859-1"; 

reply-type=original 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


This is so unusual, I thought I'd offer it here before 
going you-know-where. 


This is a trainer for teaching Radiomen to copy 
through jamming (I think...). 

And it would turn any phone transmitter into which 
it is plugged into a dandy jamming transmitter. 
Very nice condition. AC and DC powered. 

Case is dusty, as the photos show, but 

the finish is good. Haven't tried to refurb it. 
The original power cords are present, 

in great shape and flexible. 

Photos at: 


http: //home.netcom.com/~arc5/Jammer/ 
Serial number 25. 


Cool unit. 51 pounds shipping weight. 
Box is 24x18x17. Ready to ship from 75173. 


First $80 plus shipping to PayPal (my email address). 
I will listen to offers and trades. 

Thanks! 

73 Dave S. 


p.s. There is a large, laminated circuit 

diagram included, but life has evolved between the 
plastic sheets of the laminate, and it now looks like 
something you might find underground on Mars. 


Message-ID: <47519374.8090207@kitparts.com> 

Date: Sat, 01 Dec 2007 11:01:40 -0600 

From: Thomas Frobase <tfrobase@kitparts.com> 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Re: Packing Hint 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=IS0-8859-1; format=flowed 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Great idea Dave!!! 


David Stinson wrote: 

Want to help the planet by cutting waste and save on packing material? 
Most plastic soda and water bottles have an air-tight cap 

and are made of tough plastic. If you leave them open 

to dry (or just shake the drops out) and tighten the cap down, 

they make excellent "shock absorbers" and packing fillers. 

The trapped air makes one tough "bumper" for your radios 

and it won't scratch the finish. Put as many as you can around the 
item and backfill with packing to hold them in place. 

I've been using them to cushion shipments all over the world 

for some time and they work well. Note that a few cheap water bottles 
are too thin. Put the cap on and bang on it to see if it's tough 
enough and isn't leaking air. 

73 Dave AB5S 


VV VV VV VV VV VV VV 


Date: Sat, 1 Dec 2007 14:06:47 -0500 (EST) 

From: Jerry Proc <jerry7proc@yahoo.com> 

Subject: Hollowstate Christmas 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=iso-8859-1 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 8bit 

Message-ID: <558857.72762.qm@web90615.mail.mud.yahoo.com> 


Haven't seen this one before 
KKKKKKKKEKKEKKEKEKAKAKAKAKKK IK 


T'was the night before Christmas 
And all through the shack 

Not a heater was glowing 

In all of the rack. 


Sitting totally silent and quiet that night The old 
HRO shed nary a light. 

The Johnson exciter and its homebrew final Felt cold 
as leftovers, or seat-cover vinyl. 


I drowsed at my workbench feeling tired and weary, The 
print in the Handbook looked fuzzy and smeary. 

I thought, "I'll make coffee", and groaned to my feet 
When I heard a loud clatter outside in the street. 


What the--? I wondered and turned on the lights And 
there I beheld a wondrous sight: 

A battered old van heaped high with components And a 
grizzled old ham with a bagful of doughnuts. 


I noted his callsign-- can't recall it today-- But a 
patch on the side read "FMLA". 

I opened the door and hollered "Come in! 

The coffee pot's heating, and we'll sit down and 
chin!" 


He spoke not a word but whistled in Morse A "GE OM", 
and "By golly, I'm hoarse. 

Too many contacts, and hot rosin smoke." 

I nodded and poured him a mug of jamoke. 


He emptied the doughnuts in a pile on a plate And 
explained in a whistle, 

"I'm running real late. 

I've new 6L6s and fine 211s, 6146s and good 'SN7s. 
And 866s and OB2s, type 45s and mil-spec 807s." 


"For the regennie crowd, 201s by the score And good 
ol' type 30s and 19s galore. 

I haven't neglected the passive-parts run There's lots 
of good iron by old Thordarson." 


I nodded and smiled, suppressing a chortle As he 
reached in his pack and left me a 304TL. 


He whistled, "I'm leaving, the coffee was great, But 
I'm overdue in the neighboring state." 


"Keep everyone building the rigs of their choosing Or 
we'll lose the bands that we're lazy in using. 
Transistors or tubes-- any project is fine-- Just keep 
on constructing and sharing on line." 


He leaped to his feet and waved a gloved hand As he 
sprang for the door and his rusty old van. 

I heard him exclaim as he drove away from me, "Merry 
Christmas, you Glowbugs, and to all 73!" 


author unknown 


Regards, 
Jerry Proc 
E-mail: jerry7proc@yahoo.com 


Be smarter than spam. See how smart SpamGuard is at giving junk email the 
boot with the All-new Yahoo! Mail. Click on Options in Mail and switch to New 
Mail today or register for free at http://mail.yahoo.ca 


Message-ID: <BAYC1-PASMTP15668804F3818DD5F838F8C9720@CEZ.ICE> 
From: "Ed Sieb" <esieb@sympatico.ca> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: RE: Hollowstate Christmas 
Date: Sat, 1 Dec 2007 14:16:59 -0500 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="iso-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


The author is most likely Michael N. Hopkins, AB5L, SK 
Ed, VA3ES 


aos Original Message----- 

From: owner-boatanchors@theporch.com 
[mailto:owner-boatanchors@theporch.com]On Behalf Of Jerry Proc 
Sent: December 1, 2007 2:07 PM 

To: Old Tube Radios 

Subject: Hollowstate Christmas 


Haven't seen this one before 
KKKKKKKKEKKEKKEKKEKKEKAKAKKK KKK 


T'was the night before Christmas 
And all through the shack 

Not a heater was glowing 

In all of the rack. 


Sitting totally silent and quiet that night The old 
HRO shed nary a light. 

The Johnson exciter and its homebrew final Felt cold 
as leftovers, or seat-cover vinyl. 


I drowsed at my workbench feeling tired and weary, The 
print in the Handbook looked fuzzy and smeary. 

I thought, "I'll make coffee", and groaned to my feet 
When I heard a loud clatter outside in the street. 


What the--? I wondered and turned on the lights And 
there I beheld a wondrous sight: 

A battered old van heaped high with components And a 
grizzled old ham with a bagful of doughnuts. 


I noted his callsign-- can't recall it today-- But a 
patch on the side read "FMLA". 

I opened the door and hollered "Come in! 

The coffee pot's heating, and we'll sit down and 
chin!" 


He spoke not a word but whistled in Morse A "GE OM", 
and "By golly, I'm hoarse. 

Too many contacts, and hot rosin smoke." 

I nodded and poured him a mug of jamoke. 


He emptied the doughnuts in a pile on a plate And 
explained in a whistle, 

"I'm running real late. 

I've new 6L6s and fine 211s, 6146s and good 'SN7s. 
And 866s and OB2s, type 45s and mil-spec 807s." 


"For the regennie crowd, 201s by the score And good 
ol' type 30s and 19s galore. 

I haven't neglected the passive-parts run There's lots 
of good iron by old Thordarson." 


I nodded and smiled, suppressing a chortle As he 


reached in his pack and left me a 304TL. 
He whistled, "I'm leaving, the coffee was great, But 
I'm overdue in the neighboring state." 


"Keep everyone building the rigs of their choosing Or 
we'll lose the bands that we're lazy in using. 
Transistors or tubes-- any project is fine-- Just keep 
on constructing and sharing on line." 


He leaped to his feet and waved a gloved hand As he 
sprang for the door and his rusty old van. 

I heard him exclaim as he drove away from me, "Merry 
Christmas, you Glowbugs, and to all 73!" 


author unknown 


Regards, 
Jerry Proc 
E-mail: jerry7proc@yahoo.com 


Be smarter than spam. See how smart SpamGuard is at giving junk email 
the boot with the All-new Yahoo! Mail. Click on Options in Mail and switch 
to New Mail today or register for free at http://mail.yahoo.ca 


Message-Id: <6.1.2.0.2.20071201154742 . 035e5e88@brainbol.pop.sunflower.com> 
Date: Sat, 01 Dec 2007 15:54:13 -0600 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: BobR <brainbol@sunflower.com> 

Subject: Re: Hollowstate Christmas 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"; format=flowed 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable 


Jerry- 
Could be penned by AB5L(sk), as suggested by Ed/VA3ES. 


I have all-known FMLA stories by Michael N. Hopkins on my web site 
(received Michael's permission, of course): 


http: //wbOauq.rainbolt.org/ 


He could spin a good yarn. 


73, Bob/WB=D8AUQ 


At 01:06 PM 12/1/2007, Jerry Proc wrote: 
>Haven't seen this one before 
DAIKKKAKKKAKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKEKEKK 

> 

>T'was the night before Christmas............. 


Mime-Version: 1.0 

Message-Id: <p05210601c37796965c13@[192.168.2.3]> 

Date: Sat, 1 Dec 2007 14:58:46 -0800 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Richard Post <postr@ohiou.edu> 

Subject: RE: Hollowstate Christmas 

Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch. com> 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" ; format="flowed" 


Google found the following in the QRP-L archives. Looks as if the 
author is Brad, AA1IP . 


73 de Rich KB8TAD 


At 2:16 PM -0500 12/1/07, Ed Sieb wrote: 

>The author is most likely Michael N. Hopkins, AB5L, SK 
> 

Ed, VA3ES 


Date: Sun, 07 Dec 2003 17:55:18 -0500 

From: Brad Thompson <Brad.Thompson@valley.net> 

To: qrp-l@lehigh.edu 

Subject: [162528] Fwd: A Glowbug's Christmas 

Message-ID: <5.0.2.1.2.20031207175110.022fdecO@pop3.norton.antivirus> 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"; format=flowed 


>Date: Sat, 06 Dec 2003 20:37:42 -0500 

>To: glowbugs@piobaire.mines.uidaho.edu 

>From: Brad Thompson <Brad.Thompson@valley.net> 
>Subject: A Glowbug's Christmas 

> 

>Hello-- 


Someone suggested that I also post the following to the QRP-L group. I 
offered the following poem 

to the Glowbugs group last Christmas and subsequently adjusted a rhyme or 
two. If you haven't 

subscribed to the Glowbugs group, you might consider doing so, as many GB 
members operate 

vacuum-tube QRP rigs (some by design, some by accident<g>). 


>For newcomers to the Glowbugs group, "FMLA" refers to the "Five Meter 
>Liberation Army" stories 

>posted to the Glowbugs group and featuring the radio exploits of a 
>fictionalized Frank Jones, 

>as written by Michael N. Hopkins, AB5L. If you've never read any of these, 
>search via Google 

>and prepare yourselves for a treat! Once upon a time, Radio Amateurs 
>operated on 56 MHz and 

50 MHz-- hence the "FMLA". 


>I would also like to dedicate this poem to John Hern, SK, a contributor 
>to the Glowbugs group 

>and promoter of greyhound rescue-- truly a gentle man. 
> 

>73-- 

>Brad AA1IP 

D> KKK KAI IKI KIKI IKK III KI KIKI III III III III IKK IIIA IIIA III IKK KI IIIA AKI 
RRR KK 

> 

>The Glowbugs' Christmas 

DKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KERRI 

> 

>T'was the night before Christmas 

>And all through the shack 

>Not a heater was glowing 

>In all of the rack. 

> 

>Sitting totally silent and quiet that night 

>The old HRO shed nary a light. 

>The Johnson exciter and its homebrew final 

>Felt cold as leftovers, or seat-cover vinyl, 

> 

>I drowsed at my workbench feeling tired and weary, 
>The print in the Handbook looked fuzzy and smeary. 

>I thought, "I'll make coffee", and groaned to my feet 
>When I heard a loud clatter outside in the street. 

> 

>What the--? I wondered and turned on the lights 

>And there I beheld a wondrous sight: 

>A battered old van heaped high with components 


>And a grizzled old ham with a bagful of doughnuts. 
> 

>I noted his callsign-- can't recall it today-- 
>But a patch on the van read "FMLA". 

>I opened the door and hollered "Come in! 

>The coffee pot's heating, and we'll sit down and chin!" 
> 

>He spoke not a word but whistled in Morse 

>A "GE OM", and "By golly, I'm hoarse. 

> From too many contacts, and hot rosin smoke." 

>I nodded and poured him a mug of jamoke. 

> 

>He emptied the doughnuts in a pile ona plate 

>And explained in a whistle, "I'm running real late. 
>I've new 6L6s and fine 211s, 6146s and good 'SN7s. 
>And 866s and OB2s, type 45s and mil-spec 807s." 

> 

>"For the regennie crowd, 201s by the score 

>And good ol' type 30s and 19s galore. 

>I haven't neglected the passive-parts run 

>There's lots of good iron by old Thordarson." 

> 

>I nodded and smiled, suppressing a chortle 

>As he reached in his pack and left me a 304TL. 

>He whistled, "I'm leaving, the coffee was great, 
>But I'm overdue in the neighboring state." 

> 

>"Keep everyone building the rigs of their choosing 
>Or we'll lose the bands that we're lazy in using. 
>Transistors or tubes-- any project is fine-- 

>Just keep on constructing and sharing on line." 

> 

>He leaped to his feet and waved a gloved hand 

>As he sprang for the door and his rusty old van. 
>I heard him exclaim as he drove away from me, 
>"Merry Christmas, you Glowbugs, and to all 73!" 

> 

DKK KAI AKI KAI IK IK III KI IK 

> 

>(With apologies to Clement Clarke Moore, who surely would have 
>been a ham had radio existed in his time, Alas, all he had 
>to build with was words.) 


End of QRP-L Digest 3127 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


Message-ID: <BAYC1-PASMTP01F377047B282DD9577D1AC9720@CEZ.ICE> 


From: "Ed Sieb" <esieb@sympatico.ca> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Cc: "Old Tube Radios" <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: RE: Hollowstate Christmas 
Date: Sat, 1 Dec 2007 18:22:29 -0500 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 

charset="us-ascii" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Ahh... I stand infec...er.... corrected then! 
(Emily Litella voice: Never mind!) 


Ed, VA3ES 


Richard Post wrote: 
Google found the following in the QRP-L archives. 
author is Brad, AA1IP . 


From: WOEOM@aol.com 

Message-ID: <ca6.21e3072b.348349c6@aol. com> 

Date: Sat, 1 Dec 2007 18:35:34 EST 

Subject: Re: Hollowstate Christmas 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: multipart/alternative; 
boundary="----------------------------- 1196552134" 


eee 1196552134 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Bob - thanks for the memories about Michael. i used 


Looks as if the 


to correspond with him. 


I have in front of me 137 QSL cards for 6 meters that belonged to Frank 
Jones. I sent them to Michael who cataloged them and made some notes. 


Frank lived about 2 hours north of me and several of us visited Mrs. Jones 


after Frank was gone. She mentioned that she would see him for lunch and 
dinner, the rest of the time he was in the shack. 
A true ham. 


Will 


KKKKAKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKAKKKKKKKCHECK Out AOL's list of 2007's hottest 
products. 
(http: //money.aol.com/special/hot-products-2007?NCID=a0l1top00030000000001) 


ee 1196552134 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


KK KKK KK KR KK KKK KK KKK KKK KK KKK KKK 
---REMAINDER OF MESSAGE TRUNCATED--- 
This post contains a forbidden message format 
(such as an attached file, a v-card, HTML formatting) 
Mail Lists at theporch.com only accept PLAIN TEXT 
If your postings display this message your mail program 
is not set to send PLAIN TEXT ONLY and needs adjusting 
KKK KK KK KR KK KKK KK KKK KK KKK KKK KK 


+ + + FF FF OF 
+ + + FF OF 


wn nnn nn enn enn nnn enna eee 1196552134- - 


Date: Sat, 01 Dec 2007 20:29:46 -0800 

From: Mike Hardie <mike46@shaw.ca> 

Subject: Chassis AC Plug/Socket 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Message-id: <0Q04e01c8349b$£7d8b990$6401a8cO@user> 

MIME-version: 1.0 

Content-type: text/plain; format=flowed; charset=iso-8859-1; reply-type=original 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit 


Would the person who had the small chassis AC plug/sockets available please 
contact me - I've lost your email address. 


Mike at mike46@shaw.ca 


Message-ID: <a913924b071202073111b15eecOte9c9a3a7549815b@mail . gmail.com> 
Date: Sun, 2 Dec 2007 10:31:30 -0500 

From: "Chuck Grandgent" <chuck@chuckg. com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: any interest in an HW-12 ? 


MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: multipart/alternative; 
boundary="----=_Part_7614_23261924 .1196609490456" 


oreo =_Part_7614_23261924 .1196609490456 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=UTF-8 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 
Content-Disposition: inline 


I just uncovered in the garage a Heath HW-12 75 meter SSB monoband 
transceiver. 
I used it for USAF MARS back in the 70's, it is set for rack-mounting. 


Also the matching power supply, also set for rack-mount. 
May or may not have cables, will have to hunt around if interest. 


Needless to say it has not been fired up in probably 30 years. 


You can see what kind of beast it is here: 
http://www. heathkit-museum. com/ham/hvmhw-12-22-32.shtml 


Chuck, K10M, Alachua FL 


oes = Part_7614_23261924 .1196609490456 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


KKK RK KK KR KK KK KK KK KK KK KK KK KK KK 
---REMAINDER OF MESSAGE TRUNCATED-- - 
This post contains a forbidden message format 
(such as an attached file, a v-card, HTML formatting) 
Mail Lists at theporch.com only accept PLAIN TEXT 
If your postings display this message your mail program 
is not set to send PLAIN TEXT ONLY and needs adjusting 
KKK KK KK KR KK KK KK KK KK KK KKK KKK KK 


+ + + + + FH OF 
+ + + + FF HF 


Shee =_Part_7614_23261924 .1196609490456- - 


Message-ID: <000401c83515$6fca8db0$640fa8cO@radioroom> 
From: "Tom Rauch" <w8ji@contesting.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: A packing rant 
Date: Sun, 2 Dec 2007 10:13:38 -0500 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
format=flowed; 
charset="iso-8859-1"; 


reply-type=response 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Nearly every time I buy a radio or piece of electronics it 
isn't packed right. A really smart friend of mine packed my 
Sprague Noise Locator and its antennas and did it wrong, so 
it isn't any lack of brains at work. The trip down shattered 
a ferrite rod and bent the case. He used several layers of 
bubble wrap. 


If you drop something and let it free fall, it accelerates 
at one G the entire length of the trip to the floor. If you 
stop it with the same distance and slope of deceleration, it 
will be one G. 


The movement distance in the packing is what limits the G 
forces. If it is a material that can only compress once, the 
packing won't work on a second drop. If it is a material 
that can't compress a large distance and then recover, it 
isn't safe for shock sensitive electronics 


Suppose we let something fall and accelerate for 30 inches 
(that's about what UPS says to expect) and then stopped it 
perfectly with the ideal deceleration. If the packing 
compressed exactly 3 inches in a similar way as in the free 
fall, the stuff slowing down would have 10g's of force. 
Since nothing is perfect we actually wind up with a lot more 
than the theoretical minimum. With 3 inches of perfect 
material that just bottomed out when speed reached zero and 
a 30 inch drop. The packing would have to support 
significantly more than ten times the weight and move at 
least 3", and then recover. 


This is why we shouldn't use a dense foam, Styrofoam, or air 
bubbles on transmitting tubes like big power grid tubes. It 
has to be something that compresses at a proper amount with 
pressure. It can't be large closed air pockets. 


For something really heavy it has to be a dense foam, 
because it has to give less per pound of pressure since it 
supports more weight per square inch. It isn't the weight 
of the gear, it is the weight caused by G forces we have to 
worry about. It's all about the stopping distance. 


73 Tom 


From: WALKBQ@aol.com 

Message-ID: <cd4.1dd1a0fc .34846602@aol. com> 

Date: Sun, 2 Dec 2007 14:48:18 EST 

Subject: Re: A packing rant 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: multipart/alternative; 
boundary="----------------------------- 1196624898" 


foe aor ee ee ee ee oe 1196624898 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


It's unfortunate but from practical experience I have come to the’ conclusion 

most folks are interested in your check but maybe not as interested in 

whether you receive the item in the condition you bought it in. Perhaps they just 
don't know or don't care or maybe they think the shipper personally hand 

carries the thing to its destination like it was a carton of eggs but I no 

longer hold it against any of them. The average seller is not an engineer with an 
understanding how forces are distributed and absorbed so I don't know that 

you can blame them. Usually it's a waste of time to tell them what you want 
because the average guy likes to pack a certain way anyway. I can't tell you how 
many times I have sent a list of 5 things to do and two of them weren't 

done. The shippers are inconsistent and unpredictable too and all of them are 
continually changing how they do business as each tries to gain a competitive 
advantage. If you like the way FedEx does something this week that could go 

away or become something totally different next week. Sometimes the shipper is 
fairly easy on stuff and the thing will make it with just some newspaper 

wrapped around it and other times a package has to survive the worst war zones of 
them all; the Mesquite, TX UPS sorting center where almost nothing gets 

through intact. I believe most of the packing jobs encountered are honest 
attempts even if they do fall far short of our personal expectations. 


I stopped having valuable items shipped to me about 8 years ago. If I am 

buying another AGS or SX-88 or NC-400 I always check my calendar and plan a trip 
to go get it. This is not my idea of fun and I don't like it any more than 

you would but I also don't like doing paint and body work to straighten out 
easily preventable shipping damage either. I learned my lesson a while back when 
I found out the only source for replacement SX-88 parts was from another 

SX-88 and it was not pleasant waiting a year for another one of those to turn 


up. 


73, Greg 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKAKAKKKKKKKKKAKKAKKAKKAKAACHECK OUt AOL'S list of 2007's hottest 
products. 
(http: //money.aol.com/special/hot-products-2007?NCID=a01top00030000000001) 


Tote ero tee nro genet es 1196624898 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 
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---REMAINDER OF MESSAGE TRUNCATED--- 
This post contains a forbidden message format 
(such as an attached file, a v-card, HTML formatting) 
Mail Lists at theporch.com only accept PLAIN TEXT 
If your postings display this message your mail program 
is not set to send PLAIN TEXT ONLY and needs adjusting 
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Message-Id: <6.2.1.2.2.20071202151505 .03243910@pop-server.nc.rr.com> 
Date: Sun, 02 Dec 2007 15:19:06 -0500 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: john <johnmb@nc.rr.com> 

Subject: Re: A packing rant 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"; format=flowed 


At 02:48 PM 12/2/2007, WA1KBQ@aol.com wrote: 

>It's unfortunate but from practical experience I have come to the’ conclusion 
>most folks are interested in your check but maybe not as interested in 
>whether you receive the item in the condition you bought it in. 


I agree with you Greg. 


I just received a recently-nice Millen VFO model 90711. Now it's missing 
its Vari-Arm 

(It fell out through the bottom, which was not adequately taped), the 
ceramic barrier strip 

on the back is shattered, as is the antenna feedthrough. The dial is 
jammed and the 

whole thing full of styrofoam fragmments. This, after asking the seller to 
take his time 

and pack carefully. Instead., he placed it in a box ~1" larger than the 
VFO and placed 

one 1" piece of used soft styrofoam between the box and the unit. 


It WAS a very nice unit. He refunded my shipping charges. 
John K5MO 


End o£ BOATANCHORS Digest 4115 
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